
Invitation to join a Community Advisory Board on 

The Young Women’s HIV Prevention Initiative 
 

The Canadian AIDS Society is in the process of seeking people to join a community advisory board 

which will help develop some HIV prevention tools for young women. Our ideal community advisory 

committee would be comprised of young women from diverse backgrounds, including (but not 

limited to) HIV+ women, trans women, intravenous drug users, incarcerated women, and women 

working in the sex trade. All interested young women are encouraged to apply. We also invite 

applications from people who work directly with young women. 

 

The Community Advisory Committee will help design and guide the development of a set of HIV 

prevention tools. The purpose of these tools is to provide young women with short, useful, 

straightforward, sex-positive information about HIV and how to prevent it. The Community Advisory 

Committee will collectively determine which tools and approaches would effectively reach and 

influence young women. They will oversee the development of these tools, and play a significant role 

in their dissemination. The project will be completed by March 31, 2014. 

 

Why is this important? 

 

Overall, the age distribution of positive HIV infections differs significantly between males and females, 

with females generally being diagnosed at a younger age (HIV and AIDS in Canada, Surveillance 

Report to December 31, 2011, PHAC 2012). Young women, particularly those younger than 24, 

appear to be much more vulnerable to HIV than either older women or young men. This increased 

vulnerability is due to a combination of biological and social factors.  

 

Young women have complex needs and challenges when it comes to preventing HIV. For example: 

 

 They might have limited experience in navigating the complexities of relationships and 

negotiating boundaries; 

 They might feel uncomfortable initiating a discussion about safer sex; 

 They might be more immediately concerned with preventing pregnancy than HIV; 

 They might be dealing with hormones (their own and their partners’) that propel them into 

sexual situations they haven’t prepared for; 

 They might be using drugs or alcohol; 

 They might not have access to a safe place to have sex or use drugs; 

 They might not have access to safer injection materials; 

 They might have incomplete or inaccurate information about prevention;  

 They might be unable to purchase condoms or convince their partner to use them;  

 They might be sexually assaulted.  

 

In short, they might find themselves ill-equipped by insufficient resources, experience, knowledge or 

control to adequately and consistently protect themselves.  

 



Roles and Responsibilities of Committee Members 

 Participate in monthly teleconference meetings - dates & times determined by group 

availability  

 Participate to the degree possible in the recruitment, information-dissemination and 

networking activities of the project; and 

 Provide the project staff with insight, ideas, and input on project activities including content, 

communication and dissemination strategies and project evaluation. 

 

A CAS Programs Consultant will facilitate and provide support for the committee and project. 

 

Why get involved?  

 

Our Young Women’s Community Advisory Committee is a great opportunity to create an HIV/AIDS 

prevention initiative for youth, and to interact with other thoughtful community members from across 

the country.  
 

In you are interested in being considered for this Community Advisory Committee: 

 

Please send an email to Sue Scruton at sues@cdnaids.ca or a letter to the address below by August 

30, 2013 with your name, contact information and a brief description of why you would like to join the 

Committee and what you think you can contribute. All applicants will be notified by September 8, 

2013.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Sue by email or by telephone at 1.800.499.1986 ext 123. 

 

Sue Scruton 

Programs Consultant 

Canadian AIDS Society 

190 O'Connor Street, Suite 100 

Ottawa, ON K2P 2R3 

www.cdnaids.ca 

  
 

The Canadian AIDS Society (CAS) is a coalition of community-based AIDS organizations across 

Canada.  Its member organizations are directed by people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHIV/AIDS) and 

people from communities affected by HIV/AIDS.  Its membership is spread out across Canada and 

represents organizations working on a wide range of issues relating to HIV/AIDS including poverty, 

the rights of people living with HIV, treatment education, prisons issues, substance use, housing and 

homelessness among other things.   

 

The mandate of CAS is to speak as a national voice and act as a forum for a community-based 

response to HIV infection, as well as to advocate for persons so affected; and to act as a resource for 

our member organizations and coordinate community-based participation in a national strategy on 

HIV and AIDS.   

mailto:sues@cdnaids.ca

