
 
 
Key Facts: The Global Fund and UK Contribution 
 
 
The United Kingdom’s Role in International Development 

 

 Every country that contributes to international development must consider and 
debate the right level of contributions to make. Media coverage of the issue can be 
lively. Facts matter. 
 

 The UK is a leader in international development. Its contribution to the Global Fund 
has helped to halve the number of people dying from malaria since 2000. It has also 
helped reduce the cost of anti-retroviral medication from $10,000 a year to less than 
$100 annually, allowing 8.1 million to receive medication through Global Fund-
supported programs. 
 

 The United Kingdom pledged a maximum of £1 billion (around US$1.5 billion) for 
the current funding cycle, from 2014 through 2016, and specified that its contribution 
would not exceed 10 per cent of the total.  

 
 
Staff and Office Space 

 

 The Global Fund is a highly effective partnership. Annual operating expenses 
including staff costs are $286 million a year, equivalent to approximately 2.3 per cent 
of grants under management.  
 

 The Global Fund is planning to move to a new Health Campus in 2017 to save money. 
The Global Fund will not spend anything on the construction of this building. Rental 
costs will be more than 40 percent lower than the current office, with potential for 
further savings through shared services with other organizations. 
  

 The median Global Fund salary is US$125,000. Additional compensation includes 
health insurance, pension contributions and relocation expenses.  
 

 These costs are comparable to other international organisations in Geneva. 
 

 
Malaria 

 

 Since 2000, the number of annual deaths attributable to malaria has halved to 
584,000 in 2013. In 55 countries the number of deaths attributable to malaria has 
declined by 75 percent. 

 

 Mosquito nets are a highly effective, low-cost tool for fighting malaria. In recent 
years, increased use of nets – combined with other tools – has sharply improved the 
prevention of malaria and led to significant declines in malaria-related deaths. 

 

 While there is some evidence of misuse of mosquito nets, it is sporadic and anecdotal. 
Misuse tends to be driven by poverty and food security concerns. 

 



 When mosquito nets are distributed, they are accompanied by education about how 
they should be used to best protect families from malaria.  

 


